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All meetings of Food Industry Asia (FIA), including this one, shall be conducted in 

accordance with the relevant competition and antitrust laws. Members shall not enter 

into any discussion, activity or conduct that may infringe any applicable law.  

By way of example, participants shall not discuss, communicate or exchange any 

commercially sensitive information, including non-public information relating to prices, 

marketing and advertising strategy, costs and revenues, trading terms and conditions 

with third parties, including purchasing strategy, terms of supply, trade programmes or 

distribution strategy.  

This applies not only to discussions in formal meetings but also to informal discussions 

before, during and after meetings.  Should the meeting discuss matters that fall 

outside of FIA’s legal remit or contravene its competition law policy, the Chairman will 

close the meeting.

“
“

COMPETITION LAW CAUTION

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
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HOUSEKEEPING RULES

HOUSEKEEPING RULES

To minimise interruptions during this meeting, please note that your mic will be muted.

Please use the raise hand feature on the Microsoft Teams app if you have any questions or comments.

This meeting will be recorded for internal note-taking purposes only.

https://foodindustry.asia/
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MEETING ENGAGEMENT TOOL

MEETING ENGAGEMENT TOOL

Please share your concerns regarding the 

CHALLENGES YOU ENCOUNTER WITH FOOD 

LABELLING IN APAC REGION by using the Slido 

tool in Microsoft Teams or by joining #3872422 at 

slido.com.

Responses will be address in Agenda #3 on the 

Squad Strategy.

https://foodindustry.asia/
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10 OCTOBER 2023 MEETING

KEY ACTION ITEMS

FIA Action: FIA reach out to the local contacts in Sri Lanka to understand more on the discussion during the workshop on the 

Food (Labelling and Advertising) Regulations 2022, along with details of the proposed joint committee meeting by the Sri 

Lanka authorities.

Status Update: FIA has shared our finalised comments with the Sri Lanka Ministry of Health (MOH) and requested for a face-

to-face meeting. The MOH informed us that our comments are currently under discussion at the regulation formation 

subcommittee. Additionally, they mentioned the possibility of holding a stakeholder meeting with the industry.

In December 2023, the Sri Lanka Ministry of Health (MOH) extended the implementation date to 1 January 2025 instead.

1

https://foodindustry.asia/
https://foodindustry.asia/hubfs/Industry%20consultation/Sri%20Lanka%20MOH/FIA%20Feedback%20on%20Sri%20Lanka%20Food%20(Labelling%20and%20Advertising)%20Regulations%202022_finalised.pdf
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT ON SHRINKFLATION INDICATION

On 09 January 2024, the Hungarian Government introduced a new 
measure mandating food retailers with sales revenue of more than 1 billion 
forints to provide labelling that indicates "shrinkflation". The benchmark for 

the reduction in weight or volume will be the packaging of a given product 
between 01 January 2022 and 01 July 2023. Retailers selling the reduced 
sized products must provide the information for a period of two months, 
from the date they started to sell the product in the reduced size.

Hungary

On 15 September, a French grocery chain added "shrinkflation" warning 
stickers to a wide range of products both in stores and on its website. A 
total of 26 products were labelled with: “This product has seen its volume 
or weight fall and the effective price by the supplier rise”.

On 18 September 2023, the Queensland Consumers Association urged 
Australian supermarkets to follow in the footsteps of a French grocery 
chain, by alerting consumers when a packaged food product has 

reduced in size. They added that consumers could make more informed 
purchasing decisions if downsized products were more easily identifiable 
on supermarket shelves.

In January 2024, the South Korea Ministry of Food and Drug Safety 
(MFDS) proposed implementing "shrinkflation" indicators for food 
products undergoing changes in content size and/or unit price, 
specifically when the raw commodity price remains unchanged.

In January 2024, the Philippines Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) signalled the 
possibility of manufacturers being required to 
incorporate an additional mandatory label 

on their products to signify "shrinkflation" or a 
reduction in volume or weight.

Australia

Philippines

South Korea

France

Positive Neutral Challenge
France is planning to introduce regulations requiring consumers to be informed about 
shrinkflation by Spring. According to the proposed plans, retailers would be required to 

indicate any reduction in product size or price increase directly on the packaging or on a 
label attached to or near the product. This notice must be clearly visible and legible, with 
characters of the same size as those used to indicate the price of the product.

https://foodindustry.asia/
https://regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/europe-shrinkflation-label6747c5b8-a7ec-45e7-a544-d811cb6692b0?id=4396
https://regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/europe-shrinkflation-label6747c5b8-a7ec-45e7-a544-d811cb6692b0?id=4396
https://regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/europe-shrinkflation-label6747c5b8-a7ec-45e7-a544-d811cb6692b0?id=4392
https://regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/europe-shrinkflation-label6747c5b8-a7ec-45e7-a544-d811cb6692b0?id=4392
https://regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/australia-shrinkflation-label0754fb47-1689-45f9-8c65-5f9970e0a87e?id=4395
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/south-korea-act-on-labelling-and-advertising-of-foods2bed4c91-80db-44dd-911b-13f0c0c07e4c?id=4241__;!!KwM0_Rgk!OdcWwWZ2GhwOIWlV_uHLVoMMNvQLsUC3SHuAyFrBqNsHeBqI4-fJOYbe_cZ2orMMscN-Be-2IqFqeFLNKAkXSlSc5wkrgg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/south-korea-act-on-labelling-and-advertising-of-foods2bed4c91-80db-44dd-911b-13f0c0c07e4c?id=4241__;!!KwM0_Rgk!OdcWwWZ2GhwOIWlV_uHLVoMMNvQLsUC3SHuAyFrBqNsHeBqI4-fJOYbe_cZ2orMMscN-Be-2IqFqeFLNKAkXSlSc5wkrgg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/philippines-revised-rules-and-regulations-governing-the-labelling-of-prepackaged-food-products797b5e1e-1b2f-41c9-b3f0-c1f7bcc50e38?id=4355__;!!KwM0_Rgk!OdcWwWZ2GhwOIWlV_uHLVoMMNvQLsUC3SHuAyFrBqNsHeBqI4-fJOYbe_cZ2orMMscN-Be-2IqFqeFLNKAkXSlTABYrhHg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/regulatoryhub.foodindustry.asia/regulatory-details/philippines-revised-rules-and-regulations-governing-the-labelling-of-prepackaged-food-products797b5e1e-1b2f-41c9-b3f0-c1f7bcc50e38?id=4355__;!!KwM0_Rgk!OdcWwWZ2GhwOIWlV_uHLVoMMNvQLsUC3SHuAyFrBqNsHeBqI4-fJOYbe_cZ2orMMscN-Be-2IqFqeFLNKAkXSlTABYrhHg$
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CHALLENGES IN KEY MARKETS

FOOD LABELLING CHALLENGES IN APAC REGION

1. FOPNL and Nutrient Profile 

Model

2. Date Marking Declaration

3. Shrinkflation Indication

1. FOPNL

2. Tolerance levels for BOPNL

3. Need to expand the scope of 

digital labelling

1. FOPNL

2. Need to expand the scope of 

digital labelling regulation

1. Non-retail container labelling

2. Digital labelling regulation

Non-retail container labelling

1. Allergen labelling

2. FOPNL and Nutrient Profile 

Model

3. Tolerance level for BOPNL

4. BOP nutrition labelling 

language

1. Non-retail container labelling

2. Tolerance level for BOPNL

1. FOPNL
2. Date Marking Declaration

Cross-cutting topics
1. FOPNL

2. Digital Labelling

3. Tolerance level for BOPNL

4. Shrinkflation Indication

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
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FIA LANDSCAPE REVIEW ON FRONT-OF-PACK NUTRITION LABELLING 

(FOPNL) & RELATED NUTRITION PROFILE MODELS (NPM)

FIA RESOURCES

You may access report here

❑ Overview of key policy and regulatory developments pertaining to FOPNL 

and NPMs within Asia and beyond

❑ Summarise country-level status of FOPNL and NPMs systems in a heat map 

format

❑ Overview of key FOPNL systems and related NPMs that are implemented, 

due to be enforced or under discussion in Asia as well as in several key 

markets beyond Asia

❑ Outlines the various categories or types of FOPNL systems and NPMs that 

exist

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://6055518.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/6055518/230928%20FIA%20Landscape%20Review%20on%20FOPL%20related-NPM%20v1%20ST%20JL%20EMWK.pdf
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SINGAPORE NUTRI-GRADE SCHEME – TIMELINE

DEC 2021

The Singapore Government decided to introduce 

mandatory nutrition labels and advertising 

prohibitions for Nutri-Grade beverages. Together, 

these measures aim to help consumers identify 

beverages that are higher in sugar and saturated fat 
and to reduce the influence of advertising on 

consumer preferences, thus encouraging more 

informed, healthier choices and spurring industry 

reformulation. 

The Nutri-Grade labelling and advertising prohibition 

measures for beverages sold in Singapore in 

prepackaged form and from non-customisable 

automated beverage dispensers have come into 
effect. Nutri-Grade beverages graded "C" or "D" (>5 

g of free sugars and 1.2 f of saturated fat per 100 ml) 

must be labelled with a Nutri-Grade mark on the 

front-of-pack of its package for pre-packaged 

products.

30 DEC 2022

Additional measures were gazetted on 30 June 2023, 

which come into effect on 30 December 2023. The 

scheme will be extended to freshly prepared 

beverages that are prepared by hand at the 

place/premise where they are sold, or those that 

can be customised by the consumer, as well as 

customisable beverages dispensed from automated 

beverage dispensers.

JUN 2023

The Nutri-Grade labelling and advertising prohibition 

measures is extended to freshly prepared beverages 

sold at specific settings in Singapore. Toppings that 

can be added to freshly prepared Nutri-Grade 
beverages, such as pearls, ice cream, and whipped 

cream, must have their sugar content declared on 

labels.

30 DEC 2023

All beverages sold in the government premises must 

meet the nutrient thresholds for Grade A or B under 

the Nutri-Grade grading system (≤5 g of free sugar 
and ≤1.2 g of saturated fat per 100 ml). Creamers, 

evaporated milk and condensed milk served on the 

side must be lower in saturated fat.

JUN 2024

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL-Supp/S993-2021/Published/20211230?DocDate=20211230
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL-Supp/S451-2023/Published/20230630?DocDate=20230630
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/extension-of-nutri-grade-requirements-to-freshly-prepared-beverages-from-30-december-2023?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Ym5d15LL2QRYm0mDiA9oQgTPl9Nc8uaX9-aG04V5M8u45gkwMhHN9Q_7cpu9lv0D_NYQ4
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PROPOSED FOPNL SCHEME IN INDONESIA – TIMELINE

BPOM proposed the “traffic light” labelling scheme in 2016-2018 but failed to gain support from MOH

17 APR 2023

The Head of the Food and Drugs Monitoring 

Agency (BPOM), Penny Lukito, stated that 

BPOM is considering a “traffic light” labelling 

scheme on the front-of-packs. Lukito 

explained that the red-, yellow-, and green-

colored labels would focus on sugar, salt, 

and fat (SSF) information improve awareness 
on safe daily intake levels of SSF content. 

Members from the Indonesia Food and Beverage 

Manufacturers Association(GAPMMI) reported that 

they met with Director-level officials from the Ministry of 

Health (MOH), reiterating their discussions and verbal 

agreement from back in 2016-2018 on not 

implementing a “traffic light” scheme. 

APR-MAY 2023

A former BPOM senior official source confirmed that the traffic light scheme is 

one of the several items proposed to be included in the PerKa 20/2019 

amendment, though it was speculated to be among the lower priorities to be 
included. Meanwhile GAPMMI personnel stated that if the traffic light scheme is 

to be included in the amendment, they will begin advocacy efforts to reject the 

traffic light scheme but accept “a more lenient application” of mandatory FOPNL 

on SSF disclosures, subject to further discussion with BPOM and Ministry of Industry 
(MOI). These include only highlighting SSF daily intake percentages on FOPNL, 

accepting high/medium/low SSF classification but without color codes or for the 

FOPNL SSF disclosure to follow the BOPL nutritional value table i.e., only 

highlighting SSF content/percentage for 1 serving size.

JUN 2023

BPOM shared that they are still holding internal inter-

directorate consultations for the Traffic-Light scheme, 

specifically on whether the scheme is implementable or 

there are other alternatives for disclosing high Sugar-Salt-Fat 

(SSF) levels. BPOM also mentioned that a public consultation 

will follow only after the inter-directorate talks are 

completed, which might take another 2-3 months.

The Deputy Minister of Health, Dante 

Saksono Harbuwono, shared that 

Indonesia plans to follow Singapore's path 

by implementing FOPNL for packaged 

sweetened drinks as well as other 

products high in sugar, salt and fat.

SEP 2023

JAN 2024

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://www.liputan6.com/health/read/5264546/bpom-ri-bakal-perbarui-label-kemasan-pangan-pakai-indikator-warna-traffic-light
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/842/20/2019
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PROPOSED FOPNL SCHEME IN THE PHILIPPINES – TIMELINE

JUL 2022 Q2-Q3 2023

NOV 2023Q1-Q2 2023

Senator Joel Villanueva files Senate Bill 

No. 576 seeking to introduce a traffic 

light labelling scheme on all food 

packages. The fat, saturated fat, sugar 
and salt content of food will be 

represented by red, yellow or green 

colours based on their amounts.

The Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) was commissioned by the 

National Nutrition Council (NNC) to conduct focus group discussions (FGDs) 

to identify the ideal attributes of an FOPNL that would effectively help the 
public to make wise purchasing decisions, across stakeholder groups 

(industry and consumers). The information gathered from the FGDs will go 

towards creating an FOPNL system useful and relevant to Filipinos. 

Should the Philippines Department of Health adopt the FOPNL created, this 

FOPNL will replace the current Sangkap Pinoy Seal Program. 

Senator Raffy Tulfo files SB1684: Health Rating Label Act, 
mandating food product packages to be marked with 

ratings from 1 (least nutritious) to 5 (most nutritious). The 

rating is calculated based on the total energy, saturated 

fat, sodium, sugar and fiber content of the product. Due to 

multiple bills on nutrition labeling filed in the Senate, the 

Committee on Health and Demography will likely create a 

Technical Working Group (TWG) to study the multiple bills 

on nutrition labeling to consolidate the bills into a single bill.

The Philippines released its proposed Nutrient Profiling Model (NPM) , 

modelled after the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO) NPM, and can 

be used for FOPNL warning labels. The NPM specifically targets processed 

and ultra-processed products, to due their tendency to contain elevated 
amounts of sodium, free sugars, saturated fat, total fat and trans-fatty acids.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://legacy.senate.gov.ph/lisdata/3835434806!.pdf
https://legacy.senate.gov.ph/lisdata/3835434806!.pdf
https://legacy.senate.gov.ph/lis/bill_res.aspx?congress=19&q=SBN-1684
https://foodindustry.asia/hubfs/Industry%20consultation/PH%20FDA/PNPM/PNPM%20PAHO%20based%20Users%20Guide_for%20review_Consult2.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=283581493&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--SMYcAoRE-IWAhgUFJDj1Qpr7esX5rimPl3leCWvUVUcmPr6i6oEB_td0YvWxTuq4YmbxHLt-YElOwlRak_FeYvQh2uETH_ZnMdz8DGT-it0YbAAg&utm_content=283581493&utm_source=hs_email
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THAILAND: PROPOSED MARKETING RESTRICTIONS & SUBORDINATE LAWS

On 23 May 2023, Thailand’s DOH published the 1st version of the Draft Act to Regulate the Marketing of Food and Beverages Affecting Children's Health and an academic paper 
outlining a targeted nutrient profile model (NPM). The Act is due to serve as the mother act under which seven to eight subordinate regulations will be developed to complement 
it, covering topics such as warning signs, and a NPM. 

FIA ACTIONS

• Submitted a response 
aligned with the 

Federation of Thai 
Industries (FTI) during the 
public consultation 
period that ended on 30 
June 2023. 

• Assisting FTI with a white 
paper in efforts to push 
back against the tax. 

• Plan to engage in focus 

group discussions 
anticipated to take 
place throughout the 
development of the 
subordinate laws. 

DRAFT M2K ACT

• Proposes the prohibition of advertising of F&B that affects children's health on all 
channels, and would result in labelling restrictions as well as restrictions on where 

such products can be sold

o F&B that affect children's health = primarily HFSS

▪ Less focus on originally suggested marketing prohibitions on LNCS (artificial & 

natural)  and energy drinks containing caffeine - inclusion TBC

o Children = individuals <18 years 

• Due to be implemented in phases - 1st phase limited to beverages & snacks

• The grace period for compliance has been extended from 180 days to 365 days, 
with further certain clause specific grace periods purportedly under consideration

• The working group for the Draft Act was set to meet on 21 February 2024 to finalise 

the initial draft and present it to the Steering Committee, however this meeting has 
been postponed to late March due to disagreements between the DOH & the FDA

o The FDA views advertising as under their purview and that the Draft Act overlaps 
their labelling regulations

• The DOH has no intention of holding a 2nd public consultation on the Draft Act

KEY DETAILS/UPDATES

NPM

• The DOH is pressuring the FDA to adjust the 
healthier choice logo (HCL) beverage 
standard to match its NPM, while the FDA is 

trying to convince the DOH to use the current 
HCL as a benchmark for the Draft Acts NPM

o E.g. 6g/100ml → 5g/100ml 

• The DOH has acknowledged the currently 
proposed NPM is too strict and is conducting 
more market research to support future 
revisions → more products will be permitted to 

be advertised

o Internal studies have shown under the 

current model c.88% of F&B products would 
not be permitted to be advertised

• Progress on establishing a committee tasked 
with reassessing the NPM has been stalled 
due to input from UNICEF, who are assisting 
with the revision - The DOH is trying to balance 
UNICEF’s academic justifications with realistic 

market considerations

Q2/Q3 2025 is the earliest anticipated time frame for implementation of the Draft Act, after which the new NPM is due to be published for public hearing, earliest in 2026.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://cksgd04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/OP+113/cKsGd04/VW0F7p69zvpkW8z_WmQ5kFjXSW7MhRLh504dLtN5VHnTN5knKyV3Zsc37CgWz_W2DnJSJ807n2TW5XM3V64s1ZdcW2Z-bhL98R55SW6dq_X36yXJVFW2Wq4nC24sChJW7G0wBN1FpxZ_VLdwDn53KDqHW8CnJsw26j2H2W3KW19775q85nVR48kd2xNc8PN4s54VjqkNn7W27JX2F2NcbD3W905Hsq4Y7vHqW7B2dhN2dKYHCW800Gb41WVPCJMCSLXZrjgcLVzN8_g4-JgYVN2F2KhQN4rN2Vr9K8C852nYMW7H88Sh1KnCgyW20ktVT3qCXXxW6RkByJ6fy4_sW5-lDcp7SWHJyW9cZ6nn3C7Z2zW2jK75f4hdnjVW4rdsQk23d1MBW7S4vvn2tV2BTN7_WywGXBQtHW6VnC681Tw6MmW7vBjlZ263ZWvW6dxBz06b9yjQW6XfyPF8gxxdcW80kJvQ5q8b9bW7-2YW96Z72JlW6YKDTr4c_Mz-W7VjXBT8xtbLlVq21yh8Kfls7VlqYft5NPKrFN2mVJ8WP0sTlW8S-lnK79yj6SW4GYCWG1LS2NfVk92PW5PhGMr3l631
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GLOBAL NON-

REGULATORY 

INITIATIVES ON 

DIGITAL LABELS

Australia

China

France

USA

U-Label was developed for the wine and spirit industry in EU 

to provide the list of ingredients and nutritional information 

for alcoholic beverages digitally in all 24 official EU 

languages. Additionally, it encompasses responsible 

drinking guidelines and sustainability information.

The Consumer Brands Association developed a SmartLabel 

platform that allow consumers to scan a QR code and have 

access to the detailed product information, including 

nutrition information panel, nutrition claims, list of ingredients, 

allergen labelling, bioengineered disclosure, instructions for 

use, recycling information, recipes, third-part certifications for 

ingredient standards and social compliance programmes.

The South Korea’s Ministry of Food and Drug 

Safety (MFDS) piloted a Smart Food QR 

project for selected products to have their 

food information and traceability information 

presented in a QR code.

NumAlim established a digital food & beverage 

product information platform in France to provide 

consumers with a list of reliable and accurate 

product information, with a focus on information 

related to packaging, such as presence of 

compostable packaging, incorporation of 

recycled material and recycling information. EU

GS1 Australia partnered with Woolworths to drive a pilot 

program on 2D barcodes and Digital Product Labels in 

Australia.

Zhejiang Provincial Administration for Market 

Regulation in collaboration with GS1 set up a 

Global Migration to 2D Project in Zhejiang 

Province that integrates with the Zhejiang Food 

Traceability Chain, a food safety traceability 

closed-loop management system.

South Korea

Australia has commissioned a study to look into 

potential for digital food labelling in Australia. The 

report found that the food industry is already 

considering ways to collect and provide digital food 

product information.

https://foodindustry.asia/
https://www.u-label.com/
https://smartlabel.org/
https://smartlabel.org/
https://www.korea.net/Government/Briefing-Room/Press-Releases/view?articleId=144&insttCode=A260120&type=N
https://www.korea.net/Government/Briefing-Room/Press-Releases/view?articleId=144&insttCode=A260120&type=N
https://www.plateforme-numalim.fr/
https://www.gs1belu.org/sites/gs1belu/files/2022-06/Case-study-Woolworths-GS1Australia.pdf
https://www.gs1.org/sites/gs1/files/2022-05/zhejiang-gs1-and-gs1-china-joint-announcement.pdf
https://www.gs1.org/sites/gs1/files/2022-05/zhejiang-gs1-and-gs1-china-joint-announcement.pdf
https://www.industry.gov.au/country-origin-labelling
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REGULATORY 

DEVELOPMENT 

ON DIGITAL 

LABELS 

BEYOND ASIA

USDA permits the disclosure of bioengineered 

food and ingredients with electronic or digital 

links. . The accepted technologies include QR 

codes that are detectable by consumers and 

digital watermark technology that is 

imperceptible to consumers but can be scanned 

anywhere on a food package using a 

smartphone or other device.

EC permits grapevine and aromatised wine 

products to declare the full nutrition and list of 

ingredients via electronic means solely.

USA

France
EU

In 2021, Codex Committee on 

Food Labelling agreed to 

develop a broad guidelines for 

the use of technology in food 

labelling that encompasses the 

food information provided 

through technology that is 

referenced or linked from a 

physical label.

CODEX

ISO established a multi-part 

standard ISO/IEC 226603 to 

establish the general 

requirements for electronic 

product labelling which can be 

applicable to all types of 

product regardless of industry.

ISO

France published an Anti-Waste law for a Circular 

Economy in 2020, requiring a mandatory provision of 

information related to the environmental characteristics 

of products (Recycled material rate, Recyclability, Ability 

to compost, Re-use possibilities, Sorting instructions…). 

This information can be provided by electronic means 

on a dedicated and neutral platform.

https://foodindustry.asia/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-66
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-66
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2117&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2117&from=EN
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-714-47%252Ffl47_07e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-714-47%252Ffl47_07e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-714-47%252Ffl47_07e.pdf
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso-iec:22603:-1:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.iso.org/obp/ui/#iso:std:iso-iec:22603:-1:ed-1:v1:en
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000041553759/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000041553759/
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REGULATORY 

DEVELOPMENTS 

ON DIGITAL 

LABELS IN ASIA

The Food Safety and Standards Authority (FSSAI) 

permits the use of barcode or Global Trade 

Identification Number (GTIN) as a method of 

presentation for the address of the brand owner 

and license number of the manufacturer, packer, 

or bottler for both retail and non-retail 

prepackaged food products. Nutrition information 

may also be provided in the GTIN as well.

The National Agency of Drug and Food Control (BPOM) requires 

processed food and special nutrition processed food to apply 2D 

Barcode Identification on the product label. The barcodes contain 

information of registration number, expiry date, batch number, 

production code and serial number. Nutrition value information are also 

permitted to be presented in the form of 2D barcodes for food products 

with packaging surface area less than or equal to 30 cm2 and glass 

bottles that are reusable or returnable.

The Singapore Food Agency (SFA) published a draft amendment to 

the Food Regulations proposing the declaration of statement of 

ingredients, lot identification, statement for food containing 

aspartame, direction of use and storage condition  though a 

website or other electronic record for food packed in small units, 

where the largest surface area is less than 10 cm2.

The Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) 

published a circular to permits food packaging 

tools and materials to display instruction of use 

information by electronic methods.

The Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (Taiwan 

FDA) permits food containers or product with outer 

packaging less than 20 cm2 to display food 

information, including list of ingredients and 

nutrition information, in the form of QR code or 

other electronic means. Nutrition labelling for

ready-to-eat fresh bulk foods are also permitted to 

be displayed in the form of QR code or other 

electronic means that is fixed or printed on the 

label that is not easy to wear off.

Indonesia

Singapore

India

Vietnam

Taiwan

The Chinese National Health Commission (NHC) released a 

revised draft GB 7718 National Food Safety Standard for 

General Rules for the Labelling of Prepackaged Food. The 

revision encourages the use of 2D barcodes to display food 

information for both retail and non-retail prepackaged food 

products. Furthermore, additional guidelines for the 

presentation of 2D barcodes have been included in a 

dedicated section within the standard.

China

The Korea Ministry of Food and Drug Safety 

(MFDS) proposed permitting certain 

labelling requirements for food products, 

livestock products and health functional 

food, such as the product name, content 

and allergens, may be permitted to be 

presented using barcodes or other 

electronic methods.

The Korea Ministry of Environment (MOE) proposed a mandatory label-

free QR code display for drinking spring water manufactured in Korea.

South Korea

https://foodindustry.asia/
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2020/12/5fd87c6a0f6adGazette_Notification_Labelling_Display_14_12_2020.pdf
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/803/33/2018
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/803/33/2018
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/1313/26/2021
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/legislation/sale-of-food-act/draft-food-(amendment-no-x)-regulations-2022-(labelling-requirements-for-prepacked-foods).pdf
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/legislation/sale-of-food-act/draft-food-(amendment-no-x)-regulations-2022-(labelling-requirements-for-prepacked-foods).pdf
https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/Thuong-mai/Thong-tu-18-2022-TT-BKHCN-noi-dung-bat-buoc-the-hien-tren-nhan-hang-hoa-bang-phuong-thuc-dien-tu-549976.aspx
https://gazette.nat.gov.tw/egFront/detail.do?metaid=126617&log=detailLog
https://gazette.nat.gov.tw/egFront/detail.do?metaid=126617&log=detailLog
https://www.fda.gov.tw/TC/newsContent.aspx?cid=3&id=26856
https://cksgd04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/OP+113/cKsGd04/MWZgxBjWDCKW2D7ff84dQ0hTW31NlPp58-91lN50kgN89gHVPW5BXf_W6lZ3nnW1tPxD899kQmPW12Hrvj6SJT8hW6sZ6yj2qfBMxW6pPjcf2Cl0_MW4zMMGT9fZrx0W5vzMrb2WTKJWV_JVdj4lkbzVW3wYY7F27QDz0W59n2TW89BmXsW1WvlPc6d5q-xW4JrtQb62j3fKW149SX2682zcnW6xJYWW4GtBMSW90c91971jnlwW5_xDlk51ffxyN8lC82lpzQTjW3XcH0g3lVm1mW2klLz23R2zNfW2QwPDz1DmsNzW86561T1-PPZ_W5G7s9P96ld7jW8d9RCb2v330YW4Y0y312SgNTsW5JbD3v568HbsW4V8yqc2SPVlMW8gsHh-859jq2W8V2LBv59qKQDW1x25nW8YDf7GW5V1Y8X39ghfhW37sKFb9cY0dlW2-jXtZ33Lt7QW5pCVhQ7llVJ0W6_KZcN5m6BYCW5wrZln2nRDMYN4pKrWTXgBH_W36JlHj7-GJKhW73XXL94C_z5BW3RyGf764sH-jW7TtGK25ttV9RW7LWDTy6WKyPPW9dFY7742S2QNN84ZJ1g5S-MdW5xp9gY7F38_dVnSpcQ4_Y-sjW75s6Fs8pMbndW3KNw1R7qkrH0W7w9CLX1448y5W3N7DGS4M3RdBW8KDn9b2S29_XW1BT6WW8bHX9fW5V_mkB6z1H50W3X2jxx4xXqm4W4J0FPk2G1RYwW1BJVBm6m1t7HW1n16H67632yKW8YkbmF4LY58gW7JYg45391z5SW1k6Q043wgQpFW71LwK75pVJ-WW7Ds3XK3c5DrXW5JCRkr5dnd0LW2vqcww5cqXnLN2R9mZT1G34zW9lfkZ33kJ8VVW38K7H07RB_6lW3D_2Km5YQYhcf8hrDK004
https://cksgd04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com/Ctc/OP+113/cKsGd04/MWZgxBjWDCKW2D7ff84dQ0hTW31NlPp58-91lN50kgN89gHVPW5BXf_W6lZ3nnW1tPxD899kQmPW12Hrvj6SJT8hW6sZ6yj2qfBMxW6pPjcf2Cl0_MW4zMMGT9fZrx0W5vzMrb2WTKJWV_JVdj4lkbzVW3wYY7F27QDz0W59n2TW89BmXsW1WvlPc6d5q-xW4JrtQb62j3fKW149SX2682zcnW6xJYWW4GtBMSW90c91971jnlwW5_xDlk51ffxyN8lC82lpzQTjW3XcH0g3lVm1mW2klLz23R2zNfW2QwPDz1DmsNzW86561T1-PPZ_W5G7s9P96ld7jW8d9RCb2v330YW4Y0y312SgNTsW5JbD3v568HbsW4V8yqc2SPVlMW8gsHh-859jq2W8V2LBv59qKQDW1x25nW8YDf7GW5V1Y8X39ghfhW37sKFb9cY0dlW2-jXtZ33Lt7QW5pCVhQ7llVJ0W6_KZcN5m6BYCW5wrZln2nRDMYN4pKrWTXgBH_W36JlHj7-GJKhW73XXL94C_z5BW3RyGf764sH-jW7TtGK25ttV9RW7LWDTy6WKyPPW9dFY7742S2QNN84ZJ1g5S-MdW5xp9gY7F38_dVnSpcQ4_Y-sjW75s6Fs8pMbndW3KNw1R7qkrH0W7w9CLX1448y5W3N7DGS4M3RdBW8KDn9b2S29_XW1BT6WW8bHX9fW5V_mkB6z1H50W3X2jxx4xXqm4W4J0FPk2G1RYwW1BJVBm6m1t7HW1n16H67632yKW8YkbmF4LY58gW7JYg45391z5SW1k6Q043wgQpFW71LwK75pVJ-WW7Ds3XK3c5DrXW5JCRkr5dnd0LW2vqcww5cqXnLN2R9mZT1G34zW9lfkZ33kJ8VVW38K7H07RB_6lW3D_2Km5YQYhcf8hrDK004
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/TBT/KOR/23_10066_00_x.pdf
https://opinion.lawmaking.go.kr/gcom/admpp/42988?announceType=TYPE6&mappingAdmRulSeq=2000000304422&admRulNm=%EB%A8%B9%EB%8A%94%EC%83%98%EB%AC%BC+%EB%93%B1%EC%9D%98+%EA%B8%B0%EC%A4%80%EA%B3%BC+%EA%B7%9C%EA%B2%A9+%EB%B0%8F+%ED%91%9C%EC%8B%9C%EA%B8%B0%EC%A4%80%20
https://opinion.lawmaking.go.kr/gcom/admpp/42988?announceType=TYPE6&mappingAdmRulSeq=2000000304422&admRulNm=%EB%A8%B9%EB%8A%94%EC%83%98%EB%AC%BC+%EB%93%B1%EC%9D%98+%EA%B8%B0%EC%A4%80%EA%B3%BC+%EA%B7%9C%EA%B2%A9+%EB%B0%8F+%ED%91%9C%EC%8B%9C%EA%B8%B0%EC%A4%80%20
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STRATEGIC APPROACH FOR DIGITAL INFORMATION TO CONSUMERS

SUSTAINABILITY APPROACH

❑ Minimise packaging waste caused by changes in labelling 

regulations by integrating it during the transitional phases, such 

as for FOPNL

❑ Address rising consumer demand for transparency regarding 

the origin of products

❑ Offer additional voluntary information that may not be 

accommodated by physical labels, such as sustainability 

information

FOOD SAFETY APPROACH

❑ Address challenges arising when physical labels cannot be 

updated timely due to sudden shortage of food ingredients etc.

❑ Ensure information presented on small unit prepackaged food 

where the largest surface area is less than 10 cm2 is 

comprehensive and easily legible

❑ Provide accessibility features like text-to-voice for specific 

consumer demographics, such as those with visual impairments, 

to access food information

❑ Offer translation of the printed information into native languages 

or languages based on user’s phone settings to enhance 

comprehension

FOR DISCUSSION:
Do you agree with the proposed approaches? Are there alternative strategies that you believe 

could be more effective or efficient in advocating for the adoption of digital labelling in the region?

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
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UPDATE ON CCFL AGENDA

Food Allergen Labelling and 

Precautionary Allergen 

Labelling (PAL)

The electronic working group 

(EWG) has been reconvened to 

continue developing the 

revision of the General Standard 

of the Labelling of Prepackaged 

Foods (GSLPF) relevant to food 

allergen labelling. Additionally, 

the EWG is tasked with drafting 

guidelines for the precautionary 

allergen labelling, which will be 
included as an annex to the 

GSLPF.

Key revisions in the 1st consultation paper:

❑ Definition of “food allergen” as “food or ingredient [or substance or processing aid] used in food” to 

align with existing definition of ‘food’ and ‘ingredients’, which cover ‘substance’, ‘food additive’ and 

‘processing aid’

❑ Inclusion of the scientific names for the specific tree nuts (almond, Brazil nut, cashew, hazelnut, 

macadamia, pecan, pine nut, pistachio and walnut)

❑ Declaration of ‘sulphite’ (total concentration of sulphur dioxide and sulphur dioxide equivalents) when 

the product sold is at a total concentration of 10 mg/kg

• FIA propose extending the specified name declared to “sulphur dioxide” as well

❑ Determine the allergen declaration format

a) In the list of ingredients with an optional summary statement directly under

b) In the list of ingredients, a summary statement directly under, or both

c) In the list of ingredients and/or a summary statement directly under and beginning with the word 

‘contains’ (or equivalent word)

❑ Generic provision for allergen labelling exemption will be provided in the subsequent consultation 

paper

❑ Acknowledge that both qualitative and quantitative risk assessment approaches can be utilised to 

characterise and quantify unintended allergen presence

❑ Introduction of a new principle on consumers education on PAL

❑ FIA is requesting further clarity on the management of allergen cross-contact risks within vulnerable 

groups, criteria for risk assessment, and the incorporation of PAL in the General Standard for the 

Labelling of Non-Retail Containers of Foods.

You may access FIA draft comments here.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://foodindustry.asia/hubfs/Codex/CCFL/Allergen%20Labelling/2024%20Feb%20-%201st%20consultation%20paper/FIA%20comments%20-%20Allergen%20Labelling%20_v1.docx
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UPDATE ON CCFL AGENDA

Use of Technology to Provide 

Food Information in Food 

Labelling

Consultation papers were 

released in Nov 2023 and Feb 

2024 respectively, gathering 

comments on separation of food 

information from other 

commercial information 

intended for sale or marketing 

purposes, data protection 

requirement and requirements 

on the information presentation 

using technology. Most of our 
comments in the 1st round of 

consultation has been adopted.

Key revisions in the 2nd consultation paper:

❑ When mandatory food information that is provided solely using technology, the reference on the label 

shall link [directly/clearly/in a clear manner] to this information. The mandatory information shall be 

readily identifiable, grouped together and easily distinguishable from other information.

❑ Mandatory food information provided using technology shall be available for at least the period, 

established under intended conditions of distribution, storage, retail and use, that the food would 

remain safe and suitable for sale, consumption or use

❑ Re-introduction of the text in Section 5.2: Name of the food and food information concerning health 

and safety should not be provided exclusively using technology [if its absence could cause harm to 

the health of consumers].

You may access FIA draft comments here.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://foodindustry.asia/hubfs/Codex/CCFL/Innovation%20%E2%80%93%20use%20of%20technology%20in%20food%20labelling/2024%20Feb%20-%202nd%20Consultation%20Paper/FIA%20Comments%20-%20Use%20of%20Technology%202nd%20Consultation%20Paper_v1.docx
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UPDATE ON CCFL AGENDA

Guidelines on Flexibilities to 

the Application of Food 

Labelling in Emergencies

Due to the diverse range of 

opinions raised on this topic, the 

new work proposal will undergo 

revision to enhance clarity, 

particularly regarding its scope.

Consultation papers were issued 

in November 2023 and February 

2024, seeking feedback on the 

proposed direction of the 

guidance, and the identification 

of potential emergency 

scenarios and labelling 

flexibilities.

Key revisions in the 2nd consultation paper:

❑ Development of a high-level principles and criteria for pre-, during and post-emergency assessments

• Identification of available authorities to grant flexibilities in an emergency 

• Establishment of a transparent and risk-based plan for considering requests for food labelling 

flexibilities during emergency

• Implementation of temporary flexibility in non-food safety or low-risk food labelling requirements 

to address emergency-related disruption in the food supply

• Transparent communication with all stakeholders during and after the emergency

❑ Outlined the intended meaning of “emergency”, along with the identification of possible emergency 

scenarios

“An emergency is understood to mean an exceptional and temporary event that causes significant 

disruption to the international food supply chain, in whole or in part. Emergencies and consequent 

supply chain disruptions may occur due to human pandemics, animal disease outbreaks, natural 

disasters, disruption of critical infrastructure networks, war, or famine, as well as combinations of 

these and other scenarios.”

❑ Establishment of a list of possible labelling flexibilities, such as labelling format flexibility, alternative 

ingredient list, slight variations in nutrition information, flexibility around language labelling 

requirements and depletion of existing labelling stock

❑ Consideration of reviewing the GSLFP regarding ingredient substitution as a separate area of the 

proposed work

You may access FIA draft comments here.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
https://foodindustry.asia/hubfs/Codex/CCFL/Labelling%20Exemptions%20in%20Emergencies/2024%20Feb%20-%201st%20Consultation%20Paper/FIA%20comments%20-%20Food%20Labelling%20in%20Emergencies%202nd%20Consultation%20Paper_v0.docx
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UPDATE ON CCFL AGENDA

Provision of Food Information 

for Prepackaged Foods 

offered via E-commerce

The 1st consultation paper was 

released in Nov 2023, gathering 

comments on the voluntary 

indication of durability, removal 

of the labelling exemptions for 

small unit, and having food 

information provided without 

any costs to the consumers.

In FIA’s response, we indicated 

our disagreement with the 

inclusion of text relating to the 

indication of durability as it 
increases the complexity of the 

already complex global supply 

chain and could increase food 

wastage.

Food Labelling in Food 

Formats Joint Presentation 

and in Multiple Packages

A new work will be undertaken 

to amendment to the General 

Standard for the Labelling of 

Prepackaged Foods, along with 
the consideration of the General 

Standard for the Labelling of 

Non-Retail Containers, to 

address the lack of international 

guidelines and standardised 

definitions for multipack or joint 

presentation.

As of now, the EWG has not 

release any discussion paper.

Labelling Options to Support 

the Reduction of Trans Fatty 

Acids

Following the decision made at 

the Codex Committee on Fats 

and Oils (CCFO) to initiate new 

work on limiting TFAs or 

prohibiting PHOs, the discussion 

will resume at CCFL.

Our stance at FIA remains 

unchanged: We do not support 

the mandatory declaration of 

TFA and declaration of PHOs by 

their specific names.

Establishment of a Definition 

on Added Sugars

A new work discussion paper will 

be prepared to consider the 

establishment of a definition on 

added sugars and its potential 

inclusion in the nutrition 

declaration.

FIA supports the establishment of  

a clear definition of “added” 

sugars, referencing the WHO 
Guideline on Sugar Intake for 

Adults and Children from 2015, 

and voluntary declaration of 

added sugars on the nutrient 
information panel. Nevertheless, 

we are concern on the absence 

of analytical methods to 

measure added sugars.

http://www.foodindustry.asia/
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Jelene Teo| Regulatory Affairs, Senior Executive| jieling.teo@foodindustry.asia

Emily Whitelock Kumar| Regulatory & Public Affairs, Assistant Manager| emily.whitelock@foodindustry.asia

THANK YOU
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